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PSYCHOTHERAPY AND COUNSELLING TRAINING

Precision and Passion: The Skills of Academic
Writing

In this three-part course, Chris Mills aims to de-mystify the writing process, taking it back to its
playful first principles. Using the training group as a collaborative resource, we will explore each
individual's history as writer and reader, draw on each other’s thoughts and opinions as stimulus
for our own writing, and learn to distinguish the key components of good prose.

We will look at the academic process piece by piece, examining the skills of (a) stating your
theoretical proposal, (b) framing and advancing your argument, and (c) illustrating and
underpinning your conclusions. Input will be given on how and when to use quotes, how to
source them properly, how to incorporate them without disturbing the reader’s flow, and how to
compile a coherent bibliography. Writing at its best will be seen as a hybrid of precision and
passion, aimed at grabbing both the head and heart of the reader. The teaching tools will be
encouragement, support and feedback, with the core emphasis on individual needs as they
arise.

Chris Mills is an integrative psychotherapist working with couples, individuals and
organisations. He originally worked in primary education, but it was as a BBC broadcast
journalist that he gained his experience of writing professionally, producing written scripts that
paradoxically only worked if they didn't sound written! He still believes the best measure of
successful writing is how good it sounds out loud.

Dates and Fees

Time: 10am —4.30pm

Date: Saturday, 17th March 2012, 21st April and May 19th 2012
Venue: BCPC (1 Walcot Terrace, Bath, BA1 6AB)

Fee: £165 (BCPC Members £150)

CPD: 5.5 hours per day

Booking: Please wear comfortable clothing and bring lunch to share

Cheques payable to BCPC by 25" February 2012

General Information

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the course information sheet is correct, BCPC cannot be
held responsible for any errors or alterations that become apparent after publication.

BCPC reserves the right to cancel courses if numbers are too low to make the course
viable, either from a learning or financial perspective. Acceptance of a place on a course is
a contractual commitment to pay the full fee and refunds are not given after the payment
deadline.

Please contact the BCPC office at 1 Walcot Terrace, London Rd, Bath BA1 6AB or call
01225 429720 or email admin@bcpc.org.uk for an application form



